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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
SUSAN STUART, CENTER FOR ORGAN RECOVERY & EDUCATION CEO

CORE VISION: Every potential donor will make a Pledge for Life.

CORE VALUEs
INTEGRITY: CORE would not exist without the trust and support of the community it serves. 

COMPASSION: CORE honors its donors and donor families. 

QUALITY: CORE upholds stringent clinical standards to ensure the quality of donated organs and tissue. 

RESPONSIVENESS: CORE operates in a fast-paced, detail-oriented manner. 

EDUCATION: CORE recognizes that education is needed to uphold public trust and for the public we  
serve to make informed donation decisions. 

INNOVATION: CORE is a long-standing pioneer in the organ and tissue procurement field. 

RESPECT: CORE has respect for both death and life. 

LIFE: Most importantly, we value the legacy of life our donors have left and the second chance at life that 
transplant recipients have as a result.

April was a month marked by collaboration.

Over and over, throughout National Donate Life Month, I witnessed our 
healthcare partners, staff and volunteers spreading the hopeful message of 
donation throughout the communities and within the hospitals that CORE 
serves in western Pennsylvania and West Virginia.

In all, CORE partnered with 95 hospitals for flag raisings, organized seven 
recipient/donor family parades, participated in two light-up ceremonies, 
two donor memorial ceremonies, two baseball game commemorations, two 
rose garden ceremonies, two 5K runs, one celebration of life ceremony, and 
one living donor recognition luncheon.  This doesn’t include the over 200 
information tables organized to raise awareness and register donors.  

The collaboration and commitment to CORE’s life-saving mission stretched as 
far east as Harrisburg, PA, where, on April 30th, the Pennsylvania House of Representatives voted to pass 
Senate Bill 180 (SB180). The legislation is now back in the Senate and may be called up for final passage 
by the end of May.

While the current version of SB180 omits reforms enacted by other states to curb the number of organ 
donations blocked needlessly, removes the guarantee that all families will be made aware when a loved 
one is able to donate corneas or tissue outside of the hospital, and puts severe financial strain on the 
Casey Organ Trust Fund, I am hopeful that with continued collaboration, Senate Bill 180 will live up to the 
shared goal of all stakeholders: saving lives through organ donation. And I cannot thank Representative 
Joe Petrarca enough for being a tireless advocate for donation and a steward for this legislation. 

I also wish to share a special thanks to everyone who took the time and made the effort to help CORE 
accomplish our life-saving mission in April. I was astounded by the dedication and commitment shown 
by so many and I felt privileged to hear the stories of the true heroes of donation—the donor families, 
the recipients and the living donors.  

It is only through these continues collaborative efforts that we can work toward providing a second 
chance at life to the more than 115,000 men, women and children, who wait on the national transplant 
waiting list.

http://donatelife.net/


APRIL STATISTICS
National Waiting List: 114,890

CORE Waiting List: 2,534

Univ of Pgh Medical Center . . . . . . . . 1,005

VA Pgh Healthcare System . . . . . . . . . . . 689

Allegheny General Hospital  . . . . . . . . . 477 

Children’s Hosp of Pgh of UPMC . . . . . 150 

Charleston Area Medical Ctr . . . . . . . . . 143

UPMC Hamot. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

Every 10 minutes, another name is 
added to the waiting list. 

• On average, 20 people will pass 
each day waiting for their life- 
saving transplant. 

• Ninety percent of Americans say 
they support donation, yet only 30 
percent know the essential steps to 
take to be a donor.

• One organ and tissue donor can 
save 8 lives and heal up to 75 
individuals.

CORE FOCUS
CORE, DOnATE LiFE PA REACH REGisTRATiOn miLEsTOnE

180,000 new registered organ and tissue 
donors from 2015 to 2018: That was 
the ambitious goal set by Donate Life 
Pennsylvania, an organization comprising 
CORE, Gift of Life Donor Program and the 
Pennsylvania Departments of Health and 
Transportation. 

Working with Harrisburg marketing agency 
Pavone, Donate Life PA has surpassed the 
milestone, logging 198,163 registrations — 
with three months still remaining. To get 
there, they embarked on the organization’s 
most thought-provoking marketing 
campaign to date, leaving no stone 
unturned and targeting would-be donors 
with outdoor, print and social media ads, 
and digital video.

Reaching this goal increases the chances 
that the more than 8,000 Pennsylvanians 
waiting for a life-saving transplant may 
receive a second chance at life. 

“WHICH SIDE ARE YOU ON?”
Efforts over the past three years included 
Pavone’s  “Which Side Are You On?” campaign, 
which highlighted the perceived differences 
between organ donor registrants and those 
who aren’t registered. 

The campaign pulled no punches, delivering 
a compelling call-to-action to not sit on the 
fence any longer but make the life-saving 
decision to register as a donor.

EAST VS. WEST
“Which Side Are You On?” campaigns 
included a statewide media buy, with 
targeted billboards that pitted Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia residents against each 
other in an organ donor registration battle 
that tapped into cross-state rivalries. The 
Philadelphia billboard — in black and gold 
and signed “Pittsburgh” — taunted Eagles 
fans with the claim that “Yinz got no heart, 
Philly” and challenged proud residents to 
“prove us wrong” by signing up to be an 
organ donor. The Pittsburgh billboard, in 
green and white, delivered a similar jab.

“HUMAN SIDE OF DONATION”
To provide a balance between the emotional and rational messaging of the “Which Side Are You On?” 
campaign, Pavone developed a series of vignettes that showcased the “Human Side of Donation.” 
These videos — posted on Facebook and as YouTube pre-roll ads — featured people at all stages of 
the donation process, including families of donors, organ recipients and those on the waiting list.

Donate Life Pennsylvania is funded by Pennsylvania residents through voluntary contributions to 
the Governor Robert P. Casey Memorial Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness Trust Fund, including 
driver’s license renewals, vehicle registrations and state income tax filings.
 

DONOR FAMILY, 
RECIPIENT 

MEET LIVE ON 
TV; SECOND 

YEAR CORE HAS 
PARTNERED WITH 
NATIONAL SHOW

In celebration of National 
Donate Life Month in April, CORE 
donor parents Ryan and Janice 
Dernar traveled from Wattsburg, 
Pa., to Los Angeles, where, 
on the television show, “THE 
REAL,” they were able to meet 
the recipient of their daughter 
Sophie’s heart, 19-year-old Josh 
Krull, a senior at North Hills High 
School in Pittsburgh. Josh was 
joined by his parents, Brian and 
Jill. Sophie’s siblings, Kiersten 
McGowan and Baylee Dernar also 
appeared on the show. Sophie 
Dernar was only 14-years-old 
when she passed away in August 
2016 after a bicycle accident. On 
camera, her parents were able 
to hear their daughter’s heart 
beating. THE REAL is a daily, one-
hour Emmy® nominated talk 
show in national syndication. 
This is the second year that the 
show has partnered with CORE 
during National Donate Life 
Month to televise a donor family 
– recipient meeting. 



AHn sTEPs UP, GiVEs A HAnD TO DOnATiOn in APRiL 

Celebrated in April each year, National Donate 
Life Month (NDLM) features an entire month of 
local, regional and national activities to help 
encourage Americans to register as organ, 
tissue and cornea donors, and to celebrate 
those that have saved lives through the gift of 
donation. 

In celebration of NDLM and as part of the 2018 
Donate Life Hospital Challenges in Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia, CORE coordinated hundreds 
of awareness events across our service area 
in western Pennsylvania and West Virginia. In 
all, CORE partnered with 95 hospitals for flag 
raisings, organized seven recipient/donor 
family parades, participated in two light-up 
ceremonies, two donor memorial ceremonies, 
two baseball game commemorations, two 
rose garden ceremonies, two 5K runs, one 
celebration of life ceremony, and one living 
donor recognition luncheon.  This doesn’t 
include the over 200 information tables 
organized to raise awareness and register 
donors.  

The Pennsylvania and West Virginia Donate 
Life Hospital Challenges encourage hospitals 
to increase organ donation awareness 
and designations within their hospital and 
community. The awareness and designation 
activities are captured on a scorecard for 
participating hospitals to achieve titanium, 
platinum, gold, silver, and bronze level point 
totals.  

NDLM was instituted by Donate Life America 
(DLA) and its partnering organizations in 2003.

All Allegheny Health Network (AHN) hospitals in Pennsylvania 
came together to recognize the significant and growing need 
for more people to register as organ donors. Special occasions 
were planned as just part of a variety of events across the 
Network that celebrated National Donate Life Month.

On “Step Up and Give a Hand Day”, Allegheny General, 
Allegheny Valley, Canonsburg, Forbes, Jefferson, Saint Vincent 
and West Penn hospitals encouraged employees and visitors to 
put a colorful hand print on a display and pledge their support 
for organ donation. 

On National Donate Life Blue & Green Day, each AHN hospital 
encouraged employees to wear blue-and-green-colored 
clothing in memory and appreciation of organ donors. 

Additionally, each AHN hospital hosted special flag raising 
ceremonies on various dates throughout the month 
to commemorate the precious gift of life provided by 
organ donors. 

AHN even held a donation night with the Pittsburgh Pirates, 
having a heart recipient throw out the first pitch. The Pirate 
Parrot himself made an appearance at a slate of events held 
during Donate Life Month at AHN hospitals. 

95 HOSPITALS 
HOLD FLAG 

RAISINGS, DONOR 
DRIVES AND 

PATIENT PARADES

NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH
HOsPiTALs HOLD DOnOR EVEnTs THROUGHOUT APRiL 



     
UPmC HOLDs TRAnsPLAnT TOWn HALL, PATiEnT PARADE
NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH

For the second year in a row, UPMC kicked off National Donate 
Life Month with a Transplant Town Hall at UPMC Hamot — the 
system’s newest transplant center. 

Community members were interested in learning more 
about UPMC Hamot’s world-class kidney transplant services, 
including living donation. Guests heard from local living 
donors, kidney recipients, and medical professionals, and were 
on hand to see Erie’s famous Bicentennial Tower being lit in 
blue and green in honor of National Donate Life month.

UPMC also held flag raising ceremonies at all their transplant 
facilities including UPMC Presbyterian/Montefiore, UPMC 
Hamot and Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC. 

These Donate Life flag raisings were followed up by a series of 
events designed to honor organ donors celebrate recipients 
and spread awareness of the importance of signing up to 
become an organ donor and included Donate Life Month 
Patient Parades, when recipients visited with doctors, nurses 
and staff at the transplant centers. 

The month was closed out with the UPMC Celebration of Life 
Program during which the brother of a CORE organ donor 
shared the story of his loved one’s life and donation after his 
untimely death. 

For more than 30 years, UPMC has been providing care to 
adult and pediatric transplant patients through services at 
the Thomas E. Starzl Transplantation Institute, the UPMC 
Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery and the Children’s 
Hillman Center for Pediatric Transplantation. 

Today, UPMC has performed more than 19,500 transplants, 
including heart, lung, intestinal, kidney, liver, pancreas and 
multiple-organ transplants, along with heart assist device 
implantation.

95 HOSPITALS 
HOLD FLAG 

RAISINGS, DONOR 
DRIVES AND 

PATIENT PARADES



     
HOSPITALS PAY TRIBUTE TO DONORS, 
HOLD REMEMBRANCE CEREMONIES

NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTHCROSSFIT CLUB 
HONORS LOCAL 
FALLEN OFFICER, 
TISSUE DONOR 

AS PART OF 
NATIONAL 

DONATE LIFE 
MONTH

On April 28, CORE partnered 
with CrossFit Pittsburgh and 
AHN West Penn Hospital for an 
event honoring fallen Pittsburgh 
police officer and tissue donor 
Paul Scuillo.  The “Be a Hero” 
workout at the CrossFit club on 
Hamilton Avenue recognized 
Scuillo’s donation in celebration 
of National Donate Life Month. 
In addition to Officer Scuillo’s 
parents, Max and Sue Scuillo, 
CORE’s Christie Ryan and Second 
Chance Fundraising co-founder 
and CORE Advocate Craig Smith, 
Pittsburgh police officers and 
the Pittsburgh fire bureau were 
invited to join CrossFit regulars 
for the event. Pumper the Heart, 
the Second Chance Fundraising 
mascot, also couldn’t resist 
pumping a little iron at the 
event. Officer Scuillo and fellow 
policemen Stephen Mayhle and 
Eric Kelly were killed on April 4, 
2009, in Stanton Heights when 
they responded to a domestic 
dispute. He was honored with a 
floragraph on the 2015 Donate 
Life Rose Parade float. 

Together with CORE, Conemaugh Memorial Medical Center in 
Johnstown, Pa., hosted its 8th Annual Donor Recognition Wall 
rededication ceremony at the end of April. 

The donor wall, located on the 3rd floor of the main campus 
Clinical Pavilion, is dedicated to all organ, tissue, andcornea 
donors. The wall includes frames for 35 photos and a “life tree,” 
and words emulating the characteristics of donors including 
caring, compassion, respect and love. 

A poem entitled “My Final Gift,” written by Suzanne Anderson, 
the late wife of a retired CORE employee, is etched on a glass 
piece. An interactive kiosk includes a database of Conemaugh 
Health System donors including names, photos, and year of 
donation.
 
In 2013, Charleston Area Medical Center (CAMC) in Charleston, 
WV, first dedicated a “Tree of Life,” located in the lobby of 
General Hospital. Since then, every April, in recognition of 
National Donate Life Month, the hospital adds the names of 
new donors. April 2018 was no different. The donor tree was 
a gift from the CAMC Foundation and the General Hospital 
Auxiliary. 

According to the hospital, the tree symbolizes life, and is a 
reminder of the selfless gifts that donors and their families have 
given, and of the miracles that would not have been possible 
without them. 

Each year, family members of those memorialized on the tree, 
along with CAMC staff and CORE representatives, participate in 
the rededication ceremony.

AHN West Penn Hospital closed out National Donate Life Month 
with a balloon release and Rose Garden Ceremony honoring 
the donors who gave the gift of life in 2017 — the hospital’s 
first-ever remembrance event. 

As part of the inaugural event, CORE staff, including Christie 
Ryan, director of Professional Services and Regulatory Affairs, 
AHN West Penn Hospital leadership, local community members 
and hospital employees planted a rose bush to remember those 
who have given the gift of life. 

Following the ceremonial shovel into the soil, the group 
released colorful balloons into the sky. The balloons 
represented the powerful impact an organ donor can have on 
someone’s life. 

New donor recognition walls were also revealed and announced. 
In Meadville, PA, at Meadville Medical Center, a new donor wall 
was unveiled. Meadville Medical Center is a recipient of the 
Thomas Poliziani Living Legacy Scholarship, by the Pennsylvania 
Hospital Collaborative in Pittsburgh, which helped fund the 
creation and implementation of the wall. 

Also, J.W. Ruby Memorial Hospital in Morgantown, WV, 
announced plans to build an elaborate and visually stunning 
donor memorial wall. 

UPMC Presbyterian held their annual Celebration of Life 
ceremony and Allegheny General Hospital held their annual 
Rose Ceremony — both honor the life-saving legacy of deceased 
donors and the generous decisions of living donors. 



     
PREsiDEnT, GOVERnOR issUE DOnATE LiFE PROCLAmATiOns

NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH

In recognition of National 
Donate Life Month, Dr. Rachel 
Levine, Pennsylvania Secretary 
of Health, along with PennDOT 
Secretary Leslie S. Richards, held 
a press conference in Harrisburg, 
to urge Pennsylvanians to 
help others live a fuller, longer 
life by registering as an organ 
donor.  Longtime CORE advocate 
Brittany Grimm, a heart recipient 
who also works as an intern at 
CORE and who was appointed 
by Governor Wolf to the Robert 
P. Casey Memorial Organ and 
Tissue Donation Awareness Trust 
Fund, also urged registration at 
the event.  More than 48 percent 
of current driver’s license and 
ID card holders are registered 
organ donors – that’s more than 
4.77 million Pennsylvanians. 
More than 7,500 Pennsylvanians 
currently await organ transplants. 
Driver’s license and ID card 
holders, as well as registered 
vehicle owners, can also support 
organ donation programs by 
donating $1 to the Robert P. 
Casey Memorial Organ and 
Tissue Donation Awareness Trust 
Fund at the time of application 
and/or renewal. Proceeds from 
the fund are used to educate 
and promote awareness of the 
organ donor program through 
nonprofit organizations like the 
Center for Organ Recovery & 
Education and the Gift of Life 
Donor Program. Pennsylvanians 
have generously donated more 
than $14.5 million to the fund to 
date. As part of ongoing efforts 
to increase awareness of organ 
and tissue donation, video 
monitors featuring educational 
content are installed at 20 
PennDOT photo license centers 
and feature stories of donation 
from CORE advocates. 

HEART RECIPIENT, 
CORE INTERN & 

ADVOCATE JOIN 
STATE LEADERS TO 
MARK NATIONAL 

DONATE LIFE 
MONTH 

     
STATE CAPITOL BUILDING LIGHTS UP IN BLUE & GREEN 

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH 
The Pennsylvania State 
Capitol building in 
Harrisburg was lit up in 
blue and green to raise 
awareness of the thousands 
of Pennsylvanians on the 
organ transplant waiting 
list. 

On Saturday, April 14, those 
lights shined down on 
families whose loved ones 
gave the gift of life, along 
with people who were 
given a second chance at 
life through the miracle of 
organ donation. Media were 
invited to join the families 
to talk about the life-saving 
impact of donation.  

Governor Tom Wolf issued 
a proclamation recognizing 
April as Donate Life Month. 

Additionally, State Senator 
Larry Farnese (D-Phila) 
and State Representative 
Hal English (R-Allegheny) 
introduced resolutions 
emphasizing the 
urgent need for more 
Pennsylvanians to register 
as organ and tissue donors. 



ADVOCATES IN ACTION     
‘JUMP FOR JULIE’ BOUNCES THROUGH DONATE LIFE MONTH

GIRL SCOUT TROOPS RECEIVE FIRST-EVER DONATE LIFE PATCHES

Julie Logue, a CORE advocate since 2014, always has a mini 
trampoline with her. It’s part of an initiative she’s working 
on with her care team at Allegheny General Hospital 
(AGH) to raise awareness about the importance of organ 
donation for National Donate Life Month in April. 

Julie first became passionate about the cause while 
waiting for her first heart transplant in 2009. She needed 
a transplant because of an enlarged heart that had been 
progressively worsening since Julie was a teenager and 
which had caused a heart attack when Julie was only in 
her mid-20s. 

Unfortunately, Julie is suffering from chronic rejection 
and is now, once again, listed on the national transplant 
waiting list for a new heart. Due to her declining health, 
much of the time she’s spent waiting for a second heart 
has been inpatient at AGH. It was during a recent stay that 
Julie discovered a tiny trampoline that staff members had 
found tucked away in a hospital bathroom.  

 “I thought, well, maybe someday they can bring that 
to [my] floor just for patients [who] are waiting [for 
transplants],” Logue told KDKA.

As part of her cardiac rehab therapy, Julie and her medical 
team gave the trampoline a try. Not only was a new 
therapy discovered, but also the ‘Jump for Julie’ awareness 
campaign took flight. Since that very first day, the 
trampoline has traveled all over the county for National 
Donate Life Month. At each stop, people video themselves 
jumping and share the video on social media. On April 15, 
‘Jump for Julie’ held an awareness event in Julie’s home in 
Franklin, Venango County.

“It’s very heartwarming. I’m in a great place just to know 
that … they’re working hard … just have my best interests 
[at heart],” Logue said to KDKA.  

To learn more about ‘Jump for Julie’ visit their Facebook 
page by clicking here. 

RECIPIENT 
WALKING 400 

MILES TO HONOR 
HIS DONOR STOPS 

IN PITTSBURGH

(Top) Julie with kids from Sandycreek Elementary 
School before a ‘Jump for Julie’ event. (Bottom) Julie 

jumping on a trampoline to celebrate 
National Donate Life Month.

Thirteen miles a day. That’s 
the course for a man walking 
through our area until he makes 
it all the way to Washington, 
D.C. And he’s doing it with a 
new heart. Gene Shimandle 
from Cleveland received a 
heart transplant one year ago. 
He had been diagnosed with 

congestive heart failure. “I had 
six years of waiting with two 
artificial hearts and then got 
the call on May 6, 2017,” said 
Shimandle. “They said, ‘Gene, we 
think we found you a heart’ and 
what a blessed day that was.”  
When he woke up, he thought, 
“Oh my God, there’s someone 
else’s heart beating in my chest 
right now.” That someone else 
was Cody Stebel. He died in a 
car crash at just 20-years-old. 

Cody’s parents were there when 
Gene started his walk from the 
Cleveland Clinic earlier this 
month. While the walk hasn’t 
been easy, he says there’s a 
moment that inspires him 
from this past Thanksgiving. 
“Cody’s mom got to listen to 
her son’s heart beating in my 
chest Thanksgiving morning,” 
said Shimandle. “It’s the most 
blessed Thanksgiving I will 
ever have.” When he gets to 
Washington, he wants to meet 
with decision makers about a 
national place of recognition 
for organ donors and recipients.
His journey is supposed to be 
27 days. 357 miles. He hopes to 
make it to Washington by May 8. 
That’s the one-year anniversary 
of his transplant.
**This story was originally 
published on the KDKA website.

Donate Life America recently unveiled their new Girl Scouts 
patch program and many groups in the CORE service region 
of western Pennsylvania and West Virginia completed the 
necessary steps and were honored to receive the new patches 
as a celebration of National Donate Life Month.  

Among the groups was Troop 26605, who held a donation 
station at Westmoreland Mall.

"The new Donate Life America patch is an important option for 
the girls because of the opportunity to learn at the intersection 
of science and human generosity," said Girl Scouts executive 
Jessica Muroff. "In Girl Scouts, we teach girls how to contribute 
to the world in meaningful ways. We can't think of anything 
more meaningful than a second chance at life."

The requirements to earn the new patch include learning 
about the science behind organ donation, meeting transplant 
recipients, and signing people up to be organ and tissue 
donors. 

The patch is available to all levels of Girl Scouts: Daisies, 
Brownies, Juniors, Cadettes, Seniors and Ambassadors.

https://www.facebook.com/julie.jumps


Stepping onto the stage with the spotlight 
shining down on her, Lakyn Barnard, a 
22-year-old pageant queen from Swanton, 
Maryland, gazed into the crowd during the 
2017 Miss Maryland pageant. She could feel 
her heart pound as she looked out at the sea 
of faces, but began to smile as she locked 
eyes with Kaylene Willis. It was just four weeks 
prior to that moment that Barnard traded her 
pageant gown for a hospital gown to give her 
21-year-old cousin a life-saving gift – a kidney.

“In that moment, everything came full circle,” 
Barnard said. “It was all for Kaylene.”

When Willis was about 8 months old, she 
was diagnosed with a rare kidney disease 
that would ultimately lead to kidney failure. 

As Willis’ illness became more aggressive during her senior year of high school, she needed a kidney 
transplant faster than she and her family had originally thought. 

“I went on the UPMC living donor website and started reading about donation and what all it might entail 
for my future,” Barnard said. “I quickly discovered that my life would not be altered in any way, shape or 
form, and I knew that this is what I was made to do.”

Barnard soon received a call saying she was a potential candidate, and after a slew of tests and what 
seemed like a lifetime of waiting, the results were in. She was a perfect match.

The official day of the surgery was May 23, 2017. Even though it was her first time in the operating room, 
Barnard said she felt perfectly comfortable and safe thanks to her surgeon, Dr. Amit Tevar, surgical director 
of kidney and pancreas transplantation at UPMC, along with the rest of the surgical team.

“I had no problem putting all of my trust in my doctor’s and team’s hands,” Barnard said.

And, as someone who has spent a lot of time in various medical facilities, Willis was very impressed with 
the quality of care she received at UPMC.

“I couldn’t have asked for a better team of doctors and nurses,” Willis said. Barnard was released just two 
days after surgery, and Willis was released one week later.

Barnard started performing in beauty pageants in 2011, and for her, nothing — not even having a kidney 
removed four weeks prior — was going to stop her from participating in the 2017 Miss Maryland pageant.

Barnard’s main goal for the pageant was to promote her new platform, “Live Life, Give Life,” in honor of 
her experience in being a living donor. Although she didn’t end up placing in the top 10, she still felt like 
a winner.

“I told myself going into it that no matter what happened, I would be the first girl at Miss Maryland to state 
that she was a living donor, not to mention being only four weeks out from surgery,” Barnard said. “I was 
also the only one that was able to say that she had saved someone else’s life. I was at peace with knowing 
that I didn’t have to be Miss Maryland to show that I am a good person.”

Having Willis’ support in the crowd meant the world to Barnard, but for Willis, it was the first step in learning 
how to say two very important words – “Thank you.”

Before the surgery, the only thing that Willis and Barnard had in common was their bloodline. They lived in 
different states and shared almost none of the same interests. Now, they share a special bond.

“Ever since the surgery, Kaylene is different,” Barnard said. “She has this beautiful glow to her, she carries 
herself differently, she has much more pep in her step, and she now likes wearing makeup.

“Because I’ve always been the more girly one, my family calls the kidney I gave to her the ‘glam kidney.’ Of 
course, I know it’s a joke, but part of me likes to think I made an impact on her.”

**Story by Mattie Winowitch, UPMC.  To read this story in its entirety, or for more information about living 
donation at UPMC, click here. 

ADVOCATES IN ACTIONNOT YET A 
VOLUNTEER? 
SIGN UP TO 
BECOME A 

CORE 
ADVOCATE!

     
LIVE LIFE, GIVE LIFE: PAGEANT CONTESTANT 

DONATES KIDNEY TO COUSIN IN NEED 

CORE ADVOCATE, 
LUNG RECIPIENT 

CELEBRATES 
NATIONAL BLUE 

AND GREEN 
DAY AT FAMILY 

BUSINESS

Mark Nolf, a CORE Advocate and 
lung recipient, marked National 
Blue and Green Day at his family 
auto dealership, Nolf Chrysler 
Dodge in Fairmount City, PA. 
Nolf received his transplant at 
UPMC Presbyterian in 2014. 

April is National Volunteer Month 
and it’s a great time to consider 
volunteering with CORE. CORE 
Advocates, through a variety 
of community and even online 
events, offer comfort to donor 
families, bring hope to those 
waiting for their gift of life, and 
educate the community on 
the life-saving power of organ 
donation. If you’d like to become 
a CORE Advocate, go to CORE’s 
website (core.org) and click 
on the Community Outreach 
tab or contact CORE volunteer 
coordinator Nancy Stiger at 
nstiger@core.org.

By: Mattie Winowitch, UPMC


PARTNERS IN HEALTHCARE     
NATIONAL PEDIATRIC TRANSPLANT WEEK 

RECOGNIZED FOR THE FIRST TIME

NEW RESOURCE FOR PARENTS OF PEDIATRIC TRANSPLANT PATIENTS
A new resource booklet, “What Every Parent Needs to Know,” is available 
for parents and caregivers of children and adolescents who need or 
receive an organ transplant. 

The OPTN/UNOS Patient Affairs Committee spearheaded the 
booklet’s development in collaboration with a number of transplant 
professionals and parents of organ transplant recipients. CLICK HERE 
FOR THE BOOKLET. 

The booklet explains the transplant process from a parent’s viewpoint. 
It addresses issues before and during a transplant such as financial 
concerns and explaining deceased donation to a child, as well as 
guidance on helping children manage life after a transplant. It 
addresses a number of concepts and terms relating to transplantation 
and provides references to other helpful resources.

Ngoc Thai, MD, PhD, a nationally 
recognized transplant surgeon 
and director of the Center for 
Abdominal Transplantation at 
Allegheny General Hospital 
(AGH), has been named Chair 
of the Department of Surgery 
for Allegheny Health Network 
(AHN). In his new role, Dr. Thai 
will oversee surgical services 
provided at AHN’s eight 
hospitals and 22 outpatient 
centers, and work to further 
expand AHN’s surgical program 
by building relationships with 
independent surgery groups 
throughout the region. Since 
joining AGH in 2007, Dr. Thai 
has worked tirelessly to help 
advance the Network’s surgical 
and transplant programs. 

Among many accomplishments, 
Dr. Thai helped establish AHN’s 
liver transplant program, played 
a key role in bringing an organ 
transplant clinic to Saint Vincent 
Hospital in Erie, and helped 
pioneer the use of Stereotactic 
Body Radiotherapy to treat 
patients with inoperable liver 
cancer. 

Prior to AGH, Dr. Thai served 
as both Director of Pancreas 
Transplantation and Director 
of Operations for Kidney 
Transplantation at the Thomas 
E. Starzl Transplantation 
Institute of UPMC, where he 
also completed his fellowship 
in transplantation surgery.
Certified by the American Board 
of Surgery, Dr. Thai is an active 
member of several local, national 
and international professional 
organizations including the 
American Society of Transplant 
Surgeons, the Center for Organ 
Recovery & Education (CORE), 
and the Transplant Recipient 
International Organization. He is 
also a Major in the United States 
Army Reserve Medical Corps.

Donate Life Month has announced a new 
observance that was recognized during the last 
week of National Donate Life Month: National 
Pediatric Transplant Week.

National Pediatric Transplant Week grew from 
the question of a father whose young son is a 
heart recipient: Can we as a national Donate 
Life Community create a dedicated observance 
to raise awareness and help save the lives of 
children waiting for transplant?

National Pediatric Transplant Week offers donation and transplantation organizations the platform to 
talk about the powerful message of ending the pediatric waiting list, to engage clinical partners to share 
their innovative work and patient stories (candidates and recipients), and to honor donor families whose 
children have saved and healed lives through organ, tissue and cornea donation.

National Pediatric Transplant Week gives pediatric donor and recipient families an opportunity to share 
their stories, encourage others to help save and heal lives by registering to be organ, tissue and cornea 
donors and to learn more about becoming a living donor.

Donate Life America (DLA) would like to thank the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS), the American 
Society of Transplantation (AST), and the American Society of Transplant Surgeons (ASTS) for their 
collaboration and support in piloting the first annual National Pediatric Transplant Week.

AST EARNS GUIDESTAR PLATINUM SEAL
The American Society of Transplantation (AST) announced that is has earned the 
2018 Platinum GuideStar Nonprofit Profile Seal of Transparency, the highest level of 
recognition offered by GuideStar, the world’s largest source of nonprofit information. 

GuideStar’s Platinum Seal of Transparency recognizes AST’s sharing of detailed 
quantitative measures of progress and transparency. Fewer than 5,000 of organizations on GuideStar have 
received the platinum seal. To view the AST’s updated profile, please visit the GuideStar website. In addition 
to GuideStar’s seal, the AST has also received Charity Navigators highest rating for three consecutive years. 

Founded in 1982, the American Society of Transplantation (AST) is an organization of more than 3,500 
professionals dedicated to advancing the field of transplantation and improving patient care by promoting 
research, education, advocacy, and organ donation.

TRANSPLANT 
SURGEON NAMED 

AHN SURGERY 
CHAIR

https://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/media/2464/weparentntk_optn.pdf
https://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/media/2464/weparentntk_optn.pdf


DON’T FORGET THE TRANSPLANT GAMES OF 
AMERICA COMING UP IN AUGUST IN 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH!

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Journey Starts Here

If you are in need of a liver transplant, every 
moment spent on the waiting list is critical.  
A living donor transplant may be a lifesaving 
solution to getting you off of the waiting list  
and back to being healthy.

A Champion may be a friend, family member, 
co-worker, or anyone else who is willing to provide 
emotional support for someone on the transplant 
waiting list. They can help by taking the lead  
in finding and securing a suitable living donor.

A Champion’s role includes:

•  Finding a living donor in a timely fashion

•  Connecting and talking with as many  
 people as possible so that an appropriate  
 match can be found

•  Offering support and inspiration through this 
 difficult journey

 You and a family member or friend are invited  
to attend a free educational workshop to learn 
about the living donor transplant process,  
the benefits, and the resources available to  
find a living donor. 

To learn more and for updates on upcoming  
Champion events, please visit  
UPMC.com/LivingDonorChampion. 

Like us on Facebook and join the conversation about living  
donor transplants. Facebook.com/LivingDonorTransplant

Living Donor
Champion
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Living Donor Champion Workshop

       CORE CALENDAR: core.org/calendar-of-events

WESTERN 
PA KIDNEY 
SUPPORT 
GROUPS

The Western PA Kidney Support 
Groups needs your support.  
Bringing together more than 
10,000 people in the region, we 
hold support groups to share 
experiences and provide  vital 
information for our members.  
In addition to connecting with 
our 600 members through our 
support groups, we provide 
phone line support, and host 
seminars and conferences, as 
well as attend events to raise 
awareness of our organization.  
For each donation of $20 or 
more, you will receive a free 
T-shirt of your choice plus a 
button and bumper sticker.  
We have a limited selection of 
sizes from S-3XL.   To make a 
donation, please call 412-427-
2969 or email Jack Silverstein 
at silverjacki@yahoo.com and 
include your address, as well as 
which shirt size you would like.  
Upon receiving a check, your 
shirt, button and bumper sticker 
will be shipped to your home 
free of charge.

HEART TRANSPLANT 
SUPPORT GROUP

Saturday, May 26 • 12 p.m.

Panera Bread Meeting Room
3401 Blvd of the Allies
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

The meetings are open 
discussion; bring your personal 
victories to share, your concerns, 
and your questions. 

Our goal is to provide support 
to pre-transplant and post-
transplant individuals in 
the physical and emotional 
areas through discussion. The 
information shared is personal 
and should be kept private 
within the support group.

To attend, please contact Tom at 
t.meshanko@verizon.net. www.teamalleghenies.org

mailto:t.meshanko%40verizon.net?subject=Heart%20Transplant%20Support%20Group

