
This is what a 

HERO LOOKS LIKE

Make the pledge for life by registering to become an organ, tissue and cornea donor.

core.org/register  •  #BeAHero

be a hero. be an organ donor.

113,000
the number of people waiting for

an organ transplant nationally

20
the number of people who will die each 

day without receiving a transplant

2,500
the number of people waiting for  

a life-saving transplant in western PA 
and West Virginia 

75
the number of lives one individual 

can improve through tissue donation

250,000
the number of people waiting for 

tissue and cornea transplants

11,000
on average, the number of people who die 
annually considered medically suitable to 

donate organs, tissue and corneas, yet only a  
fraction actually donate

every 
10 minutes

the rate at which someone new is 
added to the organ transplant list

8
the number of lives one 

individual can save by donating 
organs



• Donors can place the designation on their driver’s license

or state identification card when they receive or renew

their license or ID.

• Anyone can sign up at any time on-line at

core.org/register or registerme.org.

HOW TO REGISTER

be a hero.
be an organ donor.
There are two options in Pennsylvania and West Virginia for those 

who make the decision to save the lives of others by donating 

organs:

PA Donor Designation

WV Donor Designation

every year, 
11,000 

people die 
who are 

considered 
medically 

suitable for 
organ, 

tissue and 
cornea 

donation, 
yet only a 
fraction 
donate. 
Register 
today at 
core.org



Myth: 
Hospital staff members don't work as 

hard to save your life if you’re a donor. 

FACT: 
When you go to the hospital for treatment, all staff members 
are focused on saving your life, not somebody else’s. You’ll 
be seen by a medical team whose specialty most closely 

matches your particular emergency.  

Myth: 
I have health issues. 

No one will want my organs. 

FACT: 
People with diabetes, heart disease, cancer, hepatitis and 

even HIV have saved lives through organ and tissue 
donation. Virtually anyone can donate. 

Don't assume you're not a suitable donor. 

Myth: 
I’m too old to be a donor. 

FACT: 
No one is ever too old or too young to give the gift of life. 
Once consent is given, the decision to transplant organs or 

tissue is based on specific medical criteria, not age.

Myth: 
Organ donation is against my religion. 

FACT: 
All major religions support organ and tissue donation as the 

ultimate act of charity. If you have questions about your 
faith's views on donation, consult your religious leader. 

Myth: 
Rich people move to the front of the 

line when they need a transplant. 

FACT: 
It may seem that way because their stories make the news, 

but wealth and celebrity status is never a factor. 
The matching of organs and recipients is coordinated 

through the United Network of Organ Sharing, based strictly 
on medical criteria to ensure the organ goes to the person 

who needs it most and who is the best match. 

common organ donation myths
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DONATION PROCESS

A person is evaluated for organ donation only after all life-saving 

measures have been taken. The sole purpose of first responders, 

hospital staff and doctors is to save a patient’s life. The hospital staff 

working to save a patient’s life is completely separate from the 

transplant team. 

The opportunity for organ, tissue and cornea donation most 

often results from an individual sustaining an injury that causes 

brain death, which means the brain has stopped working 

and will not work again. Common causes of brain death are 

motor vehicle crashes, head injuries or strokes. Organ donation 

requires a patient to be in a hospital and on a ventilator when 

the individual is pronounced brain dead. 

If a patient experiences cardiac death, which means the heart 

has stopped and will not work again, the individual will be 

evaluated for tissue and cornea donation. 

THE RECOVERY PROCESS

Hospital personnel notify the OPO of each death within 
their hospital.

An initial screening, done by the OPO, determines the donor’s 
suitability for organ, tissue and cornea donation.

If found to be a suitable candidate, and after authorization has 
been given (by the individual or his/her family), the OPO works 
with the donor’s family and obtains a medical and social history 
before proceeding.

The donor’s information is entered into a national database,  
and the computer matches the organs with transplant candidates 
in most critical need. Following recovery, the donor’s family can 
proceed with funeral arrangements.

A team of organ transplant surgeons and OPO staff recovers the 
organs, tissue and corneas. 

Living Kidney Donors

Many individuals with kidney 

failure know someone who would 

like to give them a kidney but are 

not a match. This most commonly 

occurs because the donor’s and 

the recipient’s blood types are 

not compatible.

CORE’s Paired Kidney Donation  

Program uses a computer 

database to match donor/

recipient pairs with others 

who are compatible.

Also, CORE operates an Altruistic 

Kidney Donation Program so that 

an anonymous kidney donor can 

have the opportunity to save the 

life of someone on the national 

transplant waiting list. 

20 people
will die each
day without
receiving an

organ transplant, 
including two 
from CORE’s 
service area.



ORGAN DONATION

A single organ donor can save the lives of up to eight people. Currently, 115,000 
people in the U.S. are on the national transplant waiting list for a life-saving 
transplant including 2,500 people in CORE's service region. 

Heart
A heart transplant gives patients with 
congenital heart disease or ailments 
like Cardiomyopathy and Myocarditis 
the opportunity to have a normal 
heart with normal blood circulation. 
While a heart transplant is a major 
operation, chance of survival is good 
with appropriate follow-up care. A 
heart must be transplanted within 
four hours. 

Kidneys
Donated kidneys replace 
diseased or damaged kidneys 
due to conditions such as high 
blood pressure, Diabetes and 
Polycystic Kidney Disease 
(PKD). This is the most 
frequent and the most 
successful organ transplant 
procedure. Kidneys can be 
transplanted up to 48 hours 
after recovered. 

Lungs
Donated lungs save the lives of those 
afflicted with conditions such as 
Cystic Fibrosis, Pulmonary 
Hypertension, Pulmonary Fibrosis and 
end-stage Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease (COPD). Lungs 
must be transplanted within six hours. 

Liver 
Donated livers replace 
diseased or damaged livers 
due to conditions such as 
birth defects of the liver or 
bile ducts as well as infections 
like Hepatitis. A liver can be 
replaced with all or part of a 
healthy donor liver, from a 
living or deceased donor.

Pancreas
A pancreas transplant offers a 
potential cure for type 1 or 
insulin-dependent Diabetes. 
Pancreases are often 
transplanted with kidneys 
because Diabetes can affect 
both organs. 

Intestines
Most intestinal transplants are 
performed on infants or children to 
heal conditions such as twisted or 
blocked intestines or Short Gut 
Syndrome (SGS). Intestines are 
often transplanted with a liver and 
pancreas. Intestines must be 
transplanted within 12 hours. 



Corneas
Restores vision and prevents 
blindness by replacing diseased 
or damaged corneas and 
reinforcing the wall of the eyes. 

Bones 
Used in spinal fusion, 
reconstruction related to 
trauma, tumors,  disease 
and fractures  to restore 
mobility, decrease pain and 
prevent amputation.

Heart Valves
Replaces damaged or 
defective heart valves to 
improve heart function.

Skin
Becomes life-saving 
grafts for burn victims; 
critical during breast 
reconstruction after 
mastectomy and rotator 
cuff repair.

Blood Vessels 
Replaces damaged 
arteries and veins to 
increase circulation.

Connective Tissues
Heals facial deformities to 
restore appearance and 
confidence; decreases pain 
and improves mobility by 
resurfacing knee joints and 
reconstructing tendons. 

TISSUE DONATION

Although less widely publicized than organ donation, tissue donation saves or 
enhances the lives of more than one million people in the U.S. each year. Donated 
tissue can be used for up to five years after it's recovered. 
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