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CORE to Honor Local Organ, Tissue and Cornea

Donors at 29th Annual A Special Place Ceremony

More than 1,000 expected to attend event that memorializes donors and commemorates their gifts of life.
PITTSBURGH, PA September 25, 2022 – The Center for Organ Recovery & Education (CORE) will host the 29th annual A Special Place ceremony on Sunday. Tribute will be paid to 325 heroes - the organ donors who gave the gift of life to more than 700 others in 2021. The memorial ceremony will also honor the 1,314 tissue and 849 cornea heroic donors whose gifts have offered healing and restored sight to more than 99,000 people worldwide. The event will be held at CORE’s Pittsburgh headquarters at 204 Sigma Drive in RIDC Park (unless it’s raining and then the entire event will be held at The Pittsburgh Shrine Center, 1877 Shriners Way, Cheswick). A Special Place will have as many as 150 local donor families in attendance, CORE staff and board members, as well as the extended transplant community to celebrate and remember these special individuals who gave life to others through organ, tissue and cornea donation and hope to those still waiting for a life-saving gift.  
“The decision to become a donor isn’t always an easy one. It’s a decision that requires generosity and selflessness. There are thousands of people waiting every day for a hero of their own,” said Susan Stuart, president and CEO, CORE. “Donor families understand that the decision to donate was one that someone else’s life literally depended on. That is true heroism.” 

**Download b-roll, SOTS, and still photos (full event video to be uploaded following livestream): https://bit.ly/2022SpecialPlace**
Yolanda White-Penn, a Pittsburgh resident, will speak about her son, Antwon Rice, who after being murdered in April 2020, saved two lives as an organ donor. Before the ceremony she said, “With this decision, I felt that a part of Antwon would always live on.” 
Ryan McNamara, from Peters Township, will also remember his son. In 2017, at only hours old, Patrick McNamara saved others as an organ donor. “Patrick’s legacy didn’t die with him – in fact, it continues live on and grow with each year that passes.” his dad said.  
Wexford native Brooke Sturgis received a life-saving heart transplant in 2021, necessitated by a just-discovered heart mutation. Brooke is a social media influencer, sharing her story to raise awareness for organ donation online and at A Special Place. 
Rebekah Carper will be sharing the story of her young daughter waiting on a heart transplant. Rebekah said she wants to reach others who may not know why it is so important to be an organ donor. 
Prior to the ceremony, donor family members will pin quilt squares in remembrance of their loved ones. Musical guests include vocalist Tom Octave, bagpiper Charles Gledich and the Southminster Ringers. Rev. Michael W. Decewicz, MDiv. will give the invocation. 
Each organ, tissue and cornea donor can save up to eight lives and improve the lives of nearly 75 people. Visit core.org/register to register today. 
# # #

About CORE

The Center for Organ Recovery & Education (CORE) is one of 57 federally designated not-for-profit organ procurement organizations (OPOs) in the United States, serving more than five million people in western Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Chemung County, New York. CORE coordinates the recovery and matching of organs, tissues and corneas for transplant within our service region and works tirelessly to create a culture of donation within the hospitals and communities we serve. CORE’s mission is to Save and Heal lives through donation, ultimately ending the deaths of those on the transplant waiting list, while maintaining integrity for the donation process, dignity for the donors, and compassion for their families. CORE is a winner of the 2019 Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award, a presidential-level award that recognizes non-profits for their innovation and excellence. For more information, visit www.core.org or call 1-800-DONORS-7.


